In the Outer Court

Soul, and those windows of the Soul may be
blurred by the moisture of life, as it is called; that is,
by all the effects of these vivid sensations, whether
.of pleasure or of pain, causing a mist to be thrown
upon the windows of the Soul, so that the Soul
cannot see clearly when it looks through them; a
mist which comes from the outer world and not
from within, which comes from the personality and
not from the Soul, which is the result of mere vivid
sensation and not of the understanding of life. It
is, therefore, represented by the name of tears,
because these may be taken as the symbol of
violent emotion, whether of pain or of pleasure.
Until the eyes have grown incapable of such tears,
until the windows of the Soul no longer are dimmed
by the moisture that can be thrown upon them from
without, until these windows are clear and the light
of knowledge comes through them, until that has
been gained, it is impossible that the eyes of the
Soul shall really see. Not, as it is explained, that
the disciple will lose his sensitiveness, but that
nothing that comes from without will be able to
throw him from his balance ; not that he will cease
either to suffer or ,to enjoy, for it is said that he
v7ill both suffer and enjoy more keenly than other
men, but that neither the suffering nor the joy will
be able to shake him in his purpose, will be able to
shake him from that point of equilibrium which